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According to the Department of Business, Economic Development 
and Tourism (DBEDT), total expenditures by visitors to Hawaii 
increased by 2.8%, to $769.9 million in April 2005.  Year-to-date 
total spending also rose 9.5% to $3.6 billion compared to that of 
2004 with an 8% increase in total visitor days.  This increase in 
spending offset a decline in visitor arrivals from the domestic market. 
 
As for Japanese visitors, the year-to-date number of arrivals rose 
8.7% to 484,462 visitors, with 106,012 visitors (up 1.2%) arriving in 
April.  Their total spending was up 3.2%, to $676.4 million over the 
year-to-date 2004 levels.  Their per-person daily spending was 
$244 and their average length of stay was 5.73 days. 
 

Japanese Arrivals in April 2005 
Number of Japanese Arrivals 106,012 (up 1.2%) 
Year-to-Date Arrivals 484,462 (up 8.7%) 
Per-Person-Per-Day Spending $243.5 (-3.9%) 
Total Expenditures $676.4 million (up 3.2%) 
 
 

  
This year, many people in Japan enjoyed a long Golden Week.  By 
taking two days off on May 2 and 6, one could have a total of 10 
days, from April 29 through May 8.  According to DBEDT, the 
number of Japanese visitors to Hawaii during Golden Week 
increased by about 10% over the previous year.  When you look at 
the core period, from April 29 – May 5, the arrival number grew as 
much as 20 % over the same period of the previous year.   
 
During the Golden Week, HTJ participated in a series of events by 
bringing ”Discover Aloha Hawaii Festival” to Tokyo, Nagoya, Osaka, 
Gifu, and Hiroshima.  Entertainers flew in from Hawaii for the 
occasion and performed in front of the audience.  We also 
participated with tourism information booths and photo exhibitions 
and many of the events were covered by the media. 
 
Major Golden Week events participated by HTJ: 
4/29 – 5/8: Discover Aloha, Discover Venus Fort at Odaiba, Tokyo 
5/1 – 5/5:  Nishi Nihon Import Fair, Kita Kyushu 
5/2 – 5/3:  Discover Aloha Hawaii Festival at Aichi Expo 
5/3:      Hawaiian Night at Marunouchi Garden, Nagoya 
5/4:     “Discover Aloha Hawaii Festival”, Gifu 
5/4:      Osaka Hankyu Ings 
5/5:       4th Hiroshima Hawaiian Festival 
5/5: “Discover Aloha Hawaii Festival”, Hiroshima 

 
This year, Lei Day was 
celebrated as part of the 
“Discover Aloha, Discover 
Venus Fort” event held at 
Odaiba with Miss Hawaii 2004 
Olena Rubin and hula 
dancers handing out fresh leis.  
The “Discover Aloha, 
Discover Venus Fort” event 
was held for ten days from 
April 29, and a total of 

498,392 people enjoyed the festivity.  The entire venue at Venus 
Fort was decorated with a Hawaiian theme and HTJ provided the 
music, video and the Hawaiian display.   

 
On May 2 and 3, HTJ represented State of Hawaii at Aichi Expo, 
providing Hawaiian music and hula.  Jake Shimabukuro, Amy 
Hanaiali’i Gilliom, Leahi with Jackie and Miss Hawaii 2004 Olena 
Rubin were on stage at the Expo Plaza and performed in front of the 
audience of 2,000 plus on both days.  After the show on May 2, 
Jake, Amy and her band and Jackie Booth were invited to NHK’s 
special studio at the Expo site for a 15-minute program.  The events 
were also covered by Chukyo TV, Kyodo News Agency, Asahi 
Newspaper, Yomiuri Newspaper and Zip FM. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Hawaii Tourism Authority, Hawaii Hotel & Lodging Association and 
HTJ sponsored a Hospitality Seminar, “What Hawaii’s Visitors Think 
… and What They Expect” on May 17.  The purpose of this seminar 
was to inform the tourism industry about the quality of service offered 
in Hawaii and perceptions of the visitors to the destination.  About 
250 people came to the Emalani Theatre at the Hawaii Convention 
Center.  HTJ invited Mr. Takehiko Kozue, who teaches at Travel 
Journal Hospitality & Tourism College, to speak about what 
Japanese visitors expected of Hawaii.  Other speakers were Dr. 
Peter Apo of Native Hawaiian Hospitality Association, Dr. Pearl 
Imada Iboshi of Department of Business, Economic Development & 
Tourism and Mr. Frank Haas of Hawaii Tourism Authority.  All the 
speakers’ power point presentations are posted on the HTA website: 
www.hawaii.gov/tourism . 
 
 

 

 
On May 20, HTJ helped Japan Hawaii Travel Association organize a 
seminar on the recent revisions that were made in the Travel Laws 
and Travel Provisions.  
Mr. Michiharu Itoh of Japan Association of Travel Agents flew in from 
Japan to explain the changes that were made and went into effect on 
April 1.  Over 100 people in the travel industry attended the seminar.  
The power point presentation of the seminar will soon be posted 
both in Japanese and English on the HTA website, 
www.hawaii.gov/tourism. 
 

  
HTJ organized and conducted a press tour from April 15 to 21.  The 
theme of the tour was “Experience the Grandeur of Nature and 
Discover the History and Culture of Japanese Immigrants” as this 
year marks the 120th anniversary of Kanyaku Imin.  HTJ took the 
group to the Big Island to experience lava walking, star gazing and  
 

JHTA Travel Laws and Provisions Seminar 

HTA Hospitality Seminar Golden Week Report 

Total Visitor Expenditures Increase in April 

Press Tour: April 15-21 
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Flumin da Ditch.  The press group also interviewed some  
Nikkei-jin to hear their stories of the days when Japanese 
immigrants worked at sugar plantations.  On Oahu, they visited the  
Plantation Village and the Japanese Cultural Center.  They also 
experienced Jungle Trekking tour on Oahu and interviewed Mr. 
Nainoa Thompson regarding “Hokulea.” 
 
HTJ would like to thank the 
following for their generous 
support: Big Island Candies, Big 
Island Visitors Bureau, Big T, 
Flumin Da Ditch, Hawaii 
Plantation Village, Hilton 
Hawaiian Village, JALPAK, 
Japan Airlines, Japanese 
Chamber of Commerce & 
Industry of Hawaii, Japanese 
Cultural Center of Hawaii, Kona Coffee Living Historical Farm, 
Mauna Lani Bay Hotel & Bungalow, Oahu Visitors Bureau, Parker 
Ranch Adventure, Pua Mau Place, Roberts Hawaii and Volcano 
House. 
 
 

 
 

From May 10 through 15, HTJ 
collaborated with China 
Airlines to host a trade FAM 
tour to Kauai and Oahu.  The 
purpose of the tour was to 
showcase Hawaii as an ideal 
wedding destination and, at 
the same time, to introduce its 
natural heritage.  The group 
of travel agents visited Kauai 
for the first time for most of 

them, then to Honolulu.  The tour included the Kilohana Plantation, 
Fern Grotto, Kalalau Trail, Sunset Cruise, and Waimea Canyon.  
More directly pertinent to the wedding market, the group also visited 
the wedding facilities at the Princeville Resort, Kauai Marriott Resort 
& Beach Resort, and Sheraton Kauai.  While on Oahu, they did a 
site inspection at Turtle Bay and visited the new Princess Kaiulani 
store in Kapahulu for a fashion show of Hawaiian wedding attire. 
 
Together with China Airlines, 
we’d like to thank the following 
for their generous support: 
Aloha Airlines, Andy’s Sunset 
Cruise, Hawaii Prince Hotel 
Waikiki, Kauai Visitors Bureau, 
Kilohana Plantation, Polynesian 
Adventure Tours, Princess 
Kaiulani Fashions, Starwood 
Hotels & Resorts Hawaii 
(Princeville Resort and Sheraton Kauai), Sarentos Top of the “I,” 
Smith’s Boats Fern Grotto Cruise, and Turtle Bay Resort.  
 
 

 
 
Successful Golden Week Promotions and “Discover Aloha Hawaii 
Festival” at Aichi Expo (Vol. 33:  May 11, 2005) 
 

 
(Please refer to “Golden Week Report” for the HTJ Golden Week 
events.) 
 
HTJ concluded its successful Golden Week promotional events on 
May 8.  On June 4, HTJ is scheduled to hold “Discover Aloha 
Hawaii  
 
 
Festival” at the Expo Dome at Aichi Expo. 
Time and Date: 11:00 – 20:00, June 4 (Saturday) 
Venue:    Expo Dome 
Performers:   Na Leo, Amy Hanaiali’I Gilliom, Kumu Hula 

Nani Lim Yap, Leahi with Jackie, and Miss 
Hawaii 2004 Olena Rubin 

Other programs:   Hawaiian Fashion Show by Princess 
Kaiulani Fashions and Sig Zane 

                 Hula Workshop  
 
HTJ will also be representing Hawaii at Expo Plaza on July 31 and 
August 1.  For details of these events, please visit: 
http://www.gohawaii.jp/festival/index.html. 

 
 

HTJ to Hold Hawaii Seminars 2005 (Vol. 34:  May 12, 2005) 
Working together with Hawaii-Kai East and Osaka Hawaii-Kai, HTJ 
will be holding Hawaii Seminars 2005.  The theme of the seminar is 
“Discover Aloha, Summer Information of Hawaii.”  In addition to 
holding a workshop, panel discussion and Q&A session, there will 
be entertainers from Hawaii to introduce authentic Hawaiian music 
and hula.  Door prizes will also be available. 
 
The seminar will be held as follows: 

 Sapporo:  13:30 – 15:30, May 31 (Tuesday) 
 Sendai:     13:30 – 15:30, June 1 (Wednesday) 
 Tokyo:      13:30 – 15:30, June 3 (Friday) 
 Osaka:      13:30 – 15:30, June 6 (Monday) 

 
 
TV Advertising and Outdoor Advertising Campaign (Vol. 34:  May 
12, 2005) 
Based on this year’s “Discover Aloha” concept, HTJ ran a TV and 
outdoor advertising campaign to introduce Hawaii’s unique culture, 
history, art and Aloha Spirit.  There are three versions of TV 
advertising, “Hula,” “Paniolo,” and “Surfing.”  Jake Shimabukuro will 
continue to be our “image character” in 2005. 
 
Campaign will run as follows: 
TV Advertising: May 14 ~ 29 in Tokyo and Osaka. 
Outdoor Vision:  May 14 ~ 27 in Tokyo (Shibuya, Shinjuku, 

Roppongi, Giinza, Ikebukuro), Nagoya and 
Osaka. 

 
 

 
 
Do you have "hot" news you wish to share with your Japanese 
audience?  Hotel renovations, new services, new events..., as long 
as the information is suitable for our website, we are happy to post it 
for you.  Please send in your information to y.ozaki@htjapan.jp. 
 
Thank you for reading the HTJ Newsletter.  Should you have any 
comments or suggestions, please feel free to contact Kiyoko Tanji at 
k.tanji@htjapan.jp. 

HTJ Website Hot News Section 

From HTJ Tokyo News Release 

Trade FAM Tour: May 10-15 


